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3. The popular use of cobwebs as a haemostatic upon 
wounds should be condemned, as fraught with grave 
results. 

4. The appearance of tetanus following an application 

of cobwebs upon wounds constitutes an unforeseen and 
fortuitous accident not ascribable to the nature of the 
primary lesion. The long period which may elapse be¬ 
tween the application of the web and the appearance of 
tetanus symptoms does not at all contradict the genesis 
of the tetanus, since it has been demonstrated experi¬ 
mentally that an equally long period of incubation may 
elapse when tetanus germs are inoculated taken from the 
earth. W. C. K. 

HEMICHOREA IN PREGNANCY. 

Dr. Cameron in the “ Montreal Medical Journal,” Jan¬ 
uary, 1892, writes, that, as in the non-pregnant, peripheral 
lesions may cause choreic movements, which subside when 
the irritating part is excised; so in pregnant women pe¬ 
ripheral irritation may be propagated from the uterus to 
the central organs and may keep up choreic movements 
till the cause of irritation is removed. This is well exem¬ 
plified in the following case : An ansemic, neurotic patient, 
subject to hysterical fits, bearing family rapidly,'with a 
lacerated cervix and a tender retroflexed uterus, devel¬ 
oped chorea of the right side of the body in the fourth 
month of pregnancy; in a few days the left side became 
involved while the right side began to improve. By ap¬ 
propriate mechanical treatment the retroflexion was cor¬ 
rected, and the chorea disappeared in little more than a 
week. A. F. 

NOTE ON THE KNEE-JERK IN THE CONDITION 
OF SUPER-VENOSITY. 

(British Medical Journal, February 13, 1892.) J. Hugh- 
lings Jackson has observed that the knee-jerks are absent 
in some cases of emphysema with bronchitis, where the 
blood has become venous to an extreme degree. A girl, 
aged nine, with diphtheria, was tracheotomized on account 
of urgent respiratory difficulty producing cyanosis. Be¬ 
fore the operation her knee-jerks were absent, but when 
the cyanosis had, on the following day, disappeared the 
jerks were obtained. In a dog artificially asphyxiated by 
clamping the trachea, the knee-jerks became exaggerated 
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until knee-clonus was produced ; but in the third stage of 
asphyxia no reaction could be obtained. As asphyxia 
diminishes or annuls the excitability of the motor cortex, 
the author thinks that the preliminary exaggeration of 
the knee-jerks here obtained was owing to loss of cere¬ 
bral control upon lumbar centres, and that these strongly 
organized spinal centres succumbed later to the poison¬ 
ous influence of super-venous blood than did the control- 
ing cerebral motor centres. It is suggested that when 
oxygen is administered to cyanosed patients, their knee- 
jerks should be tested before and after the gas is given. 
If super-venosity is a cause of a loss of the knee-jerks, 
Dr. Jackson believes the fact may be important with 
regard to the apoplectic state, and perhaps also with re¬ 
gard to post-epileptic coma. He suggests in all cases of 
apoplexy or coma to note the degree of super-venosity, and 
to investigate, in regard to it, the state of the patients as 
to the tendon-reactions and superficial reflexes. A. F. 

TFENIA AS A CAUSE OF INTERCOSTAL 
NEURALGIA AND HERPES ZOSTER. 

(N. Y. Med. Jour., March 5, 1892.) About a year ago 
E. C. Duryee, M.D., observed a case of severe intercostal 
neuralgia which, in spite of treatment, persisted for three 
weeks, when for the first time the patient passed some 
tapeworm segments. Upon getting rid of the worm the 
pain rapidly subsided. Since then the author saw a man 
suffering with herpes zoster, where examination of the 
stool revealed the fact that he was infested with taenia. 
Eight other cases of tapeworm have come under Dr. 
Duryee’s notice, in which four of the patients had either 
intercostal neuralgia or undoubted shingles; and he is 
of the opinion that these affections are probably reflex 
symptoms of the digestive disturbances occasioned by 
that parasite. A. F. 


CLINICAL. 

HYSTERICAL FEVER. 

Pucci has studied this subject and concludes as fol¬ 
lows : 

1. There is an actual hysterical fever. 

2. It is one of the various forms of hysteria which has 
been studied, especially during these latter years. 



